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Leave II'Ts Alone

Autonomy is sacrosanct for promoting

. educational excellence

helITsare, at present, the strongest card Indiacan playif itistobreak
I through into the league of top-ranking knowledge powers. But it
now appears that drastic changes to the IIT admission process were
approved without first getting the institutions to buy in. As a result IIT
Kanpur has unfurled the flag of revolt, and IIT Delhi and IIT Bombay may
soon follow suit. Indeed, IITs and their alumni have been vociferous in their
protestagainstthe Union HRD ministry’sdecision to change the admission
process and give significant weightage to class XII board exam results.
Thatthe academicsenate of IIT Kanpurhas adopted aresolution to conduct
its own entrance test in 2013 highlights the strong resistance against the
governmentdiktat,

The secret behind the success of the IITs is their autonomy in terms
of conducting admission exams, structuring curricula and evaluating
their students. Take these away and I Ts
won’t be much different from the garden-
variety government-run technical insti-
tute, churning out unemployable gradu-
ates. Therefore, if IITs are objecting to
changes in the admission process, they
need to be listened to. Otherwise the
HRD ministry could be destroying the
very system that has allowed the IITs to
emerge as abyword for excellence.

If ITs today are_ contemplating
moving court against the proposed
changes, it is because they have been

- pushed into this position. /As it is, they
areburdened withincreasingreserved quotasinthe admissic{n of students.
IIT JEE is one of the rare public examinations in the country that centre
on application of concepts rather than rote learning. Replacing it with
a system that stresses class XII board exams will dilute the quality of
students getting admitted into the IITs. If the system ain’t broke ~ and is
actually producing excellent results for the country — why fix it?

The real problem is the government’s penchant for over-regulating
education, turning it into one of the last redoubts of the licence raj. This
only creates numerous opportunities for corruption and politicisation. For
example, by laying down mechanical and stringent criteria for schools, the
Right To Education Act incentivises an inspector raj that defeats the very
purpose of the legislation. For the sake of the II'Ts and boosting education
standards across the board, deregulation, autonomy and competition need
to be made fundamental pillars of our education policy. If the government
really wants to curb stress for students it must narrow the glaring gap
between demand and supply for quality educational institutions, rather
than mess around with the few IITs that exist.
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Don'’t politicise education

Taruchit Goyal, an engineering aspirant who recently appeared for the entrance exams, gives
his views on the recent changes in the engineering entrance exams

ike any other student of engi-

neering, I appeared for most of

the entrance exams held in the
country such as IIT-JEE, AIEEE,
MHT-CET, BIT SAT, SRM, VIT and
NMAT. No doubt it took a lot of hard
work and patiencs, it did, however,
teach me many important lessons,
IIT-JEE is definitely a tough exam
but, it is not impossible to crack it.
That stands true for all other en-
trance exams as well, despite their
different patterns.

The recent change announced by the HRD ministry
in engineering entrance exams has been received with
mixed reactions from those it concerns. I believe this -
development has its merits and equally challenging de-
merits. It would be convenient and time-saving for stu-
dents since they won't have to rush to various far off
places to appear for different exams.

Taruchit Goyal

Although, student selection based on the result
would be one of the biggest matters of concern. All
IITs and NITs will demand high ranking students,
which would displease other colleges. Moreover, reput-
ed universities like SRM, VIT, Narsee Monjee, might
face losses in terms of merit student force. So, I believe
that is one decision that should be taken independent-
ly by teachers and academicians and not by politicians,
whose earlier interventions include the changes in the
CBSE marks system,

In conclusion I would like to add that considering
this decision will have significant impact on students,
it is extremely essential for policy-makers to involve
the right minds in the process.

IIT-JEE is a tough exam but, it is not
impossible to crack it. That stands
true for all other exams as well,
despite their different pattems

Times of India ND 11-Jun-12 Times Education p22

Will a common entrance exam in engineering be able to match the right student to the right engineering institution?
Teachers, coaching experts and students share their views :

ISEET: BOON OR BANE?

The UT-JEE, AIEEE and state

CETs are hikely to be combined

into a master entrance exam,

namely, the Indian Science Engineer-
ing Entrance Test (ISEET). This pro-

posal by the HRD ministry, which is
still in the process of being stream-
lined, has created confusion and
doubt in the minds of teachers, par-
ents and students. According to the
new pattern, marks obtained in the
class XII board exam will be taken

into account along with those of the

entrance exam. The exam will con-

sist of a main test of three hours and

an advanced test of the same dura-
tion, to be taken on the same day.

>WEIGHTING CRITERIA

A minimum of 40% weighting will be
given to class XII board exam marks.

The Indian Institutes of Technology
(ITs) have declared a weighting of

>NORMALISING MARKS

The Indian Statistical Institute has
devised a formula to regularise the
marks of all students across diffegent
state boards. A meeting was sched-
uled on June 5 to decide the finer de-
tails of each state conducting these
exams. Each state has the freedom to
decide the weighting given to the
marks obtained in the intermediate
course.

According to the Joint Admission
Board (JAB), the main test will com-
prise multiple-choice questions, but
the pattern of the advanced test is
yet to be finalised. The first 50,000
students are eligible for the IITs, the
following 50,000 to the NITs and the
remaining will be taken up by the
state funded colleges.

This new pattern of examination
will be overseen by IIT academi-
cians, ising a harder level of

50% to class XII board exam marks
and another 50% on performance in

the entrance exam. The National In-

stitutes of Technology (NITs) have
declared 40% weighting to board
exam marks, 30% for the main test
and 30% for the advanced test.

f

testing. The idea behind the change
is to ensure that they study their syl-
labus and to streamline admissions
into vocational courses.

>PROS AND CONS

TV Rajini Kanth, HOD, IT, Gokaraju
Rangaraju Institute of Engineering
and T y, says, “The common

@ sTubY EASY

# The Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) have declared a
weighting of 50% to class XIT
board exam marks and 50% on
performance in the entrance exam
© The Indian Statistical Institute
has devised a formula to

marks of all students across
different state boards

admission entrance test is a good
mechanism to reduce the stress lev-
el of students. There is no need to
prepare for separate examinations,
or send different applications and
DDs to various institutes. There will
be no clashes of dates of different
exams. Moreover, the summary of
results can be arnved at easily. The
only drawback is that the syllabi of

+ the different state boards will have

to be brought on a par so that stu-

dents are able to compete on an
equal footing.”

Despite initial reluctance, the ITs
have conceded to conduct a com-
mon entrance exam as long as they
are given academic autonomy. The
system allows more people to get
through the initial screening and
score in the advanced paper, which
will be the final determinant of the
rank. UB Desai, director, IIT Hyder-
abad, was qguoted as saying, “The

> AT A GLANCE

o This NEW PATTERN will be overseen by IIT academicians,
promising a HARDER level of TESTING

 Despite initial RELUCTANCE, the HITS have conceded to
conduct a COMMON ENTRANCE EXAM as long as they are

given academic AUTONOMY

¢ will be a part of the institute.” -

NVR Ramana Rao, registrar, JNTU,
and convenor of the state EAMCET
exams says that the big advantage of
this admission procedure is to avoid
wastage of time.

> COACHING CONUNDRUM
Coaching for entrance exams 1s a big

B industry in the city. Does the ISEET

main paper will shortlist five times
the number of candidates to appear
for the round of

herald a death knell for these insti-
tutes? Gopal, director, Narayana Op-
erations {North India) believes other-
wise.

about the change, he

tions. Most of the time, students do
not pay enough attention to board
exams as they are preparing for the
competitives. Two years of prepara-
tion during +2 is enough to see the
students through. The fact that new
IITs have come up and seats have
increased should allay the fear of

says, “This new format is'110% hard-
er for students. It will only lead stu-
dents to reach out for more help from
coaching centres to crack the exam.
Since all the exams have been
clubbed, a student's future will boil
down to Just one day.”

Susnma Boppana director, Sri

students because more

The common admussion entrance test will reduce the,
stress level of students. The only drawback 1s that syllabi
of the different state boards will have to be brought on a
par for students to be able to compete on an equal footing

Institutions,
opmes that the move towards a com-
mon entrance is a welcome decision.
“The plus side of state level exams
was that students could appear for
them in the regional t00.

aspect, as a lot of students may be
left out due to language problems. It
is better to inform students two
years in advance about such
changes.”

If the exam is conducted nation-
wide, then the rankings might also
mean that the excess of engineering
seats in the country might finally be
distributed in the right way.

Vasudev Rao, principal, SNIST,
says, “The combined CET 1s a good
concept and a lot will now depend on
the reputation of the institution. The
new pattern will successfully bring
in more number of meritorious candi-
dates from all over the country into
colleges of repute.”

Students who score above the cut-
off marks in the main paper will be
considered for the advanced paper.
Detailed guidelines for the exam will
be issued next month.

- Dipal Gala, Suman Sopori,
Madhavi Gosukonda and Renuka Rane

The ministry must try to include this

IFoMmre ales on Tests, vt : i
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Leave the IITs
alone

IIT KANPUR has rejected Kapil Sibal’s proposal of a
Commeon Entrance Test (CET) for all 1ITs, NITs and
IITTs. Reportedly IIT Delhi and IIT Bombay are well on
their way to follow on the footsteps of Kanpur. Sibal had
proposed that from 2013, the aspirants to all major gov-
ernment engineering institutes have to take the CET and
claimed that the IiT Council, the highest decision mak-
ing body of the IITs, has endorsed the same. From the
fact that half of the older ITTs have rejected his proposal
shows that there was little consensus in the IIT coun-
cil but the minister found it wise to go public with it.
IITs are doubtlessly the country’s premier engineer-
ing institutions and their fame has long crossed the
nation’s boundaries. A country like the US has taken
special note of the contribution the alumni éf Indian I1Ts
have made to the scientific, technological and knowl-
edge advancement in that country. So any decision that
could affect the credibility of the IITs in the long-term
needs to be delivered upon with much care and concern,
¢ Ttiswith this logic that II'Ts Kanpur, Delhi and Bom-
bay have preferred going against the proposal. For them
JEE, the joint admission test for entering the IITs is a
foolproof test and should not be tampered with. They
have reasoned that :

an admission test like —
CET will dilute the ~ For some, the joint

entrance standards of admission test for

IITs as it is bound to . :
takeintoaccount the  €Ntering the lITs is
strength and weak- f°°lpr°°f

ness of lesser insti-

tutions like the NITs

and the III'Ts, which are no match for the IITs. Anyway
the IITs have been struggling with funds crunch, faculty
and facilities faced with increasing competition from
other Asian and even global institutions. The govern-
ment should spend time looking into these problems
and try to be the right custodian of the entrenched val-
ues and thirst for excellence of the IITs, Trying to fix
what is not broken may not be a good idea.
Governments in India, either at the state or at the cen-
tral level, have always shown a propensity for standardi-
sation in institutions, in way of sending out vote-friendly
signals. While there should be enough mechanism to
ensure that those with limited financial, social and other
resources are never left out in the chase of merit in the
IITs, standardisation of everything should be avoided.
The government would do good to let IITs take the call
on their own admission policy and if at all, may go for
CETs in other institutions like NTTs and IIITs, which
could be good idea for aspiring students. A CET for the
Iesser institutions may save both time and money for
the students and also may contribute towards a better
student pool. But not for the II'Ts.
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Politics in education

" Postpone common engineering test for now

n its over-eagerness to ‘revamp’ technical
Ieducation in the country by announcing
a common entrance test for all centrally-
funded engineering institutes and the presti-
gious Indian Institutes of Technology, the
Union Ministry of Human Resource
Development has completely messed up the
situation. The Ministry has managed to
upset the IITs, the State Governments and the
IIT alumni association with its decision to
implement the common test from the acad-
emic year beginning 2013. All of them have
offered various reasons for their objections,
but the underlying theme is that the Ministry
- has pushed the proposal through in undue
haste, without factoring in the relevant concerns. While Union Minister for
-Human Resource Development Kapil Sibal claims that the IITs were on board
.in the decision to switch to a common admission test for all engineering
institutes including the IITs, it does not appear to be the case. Else, why woul
JIT-Kanpur have rebelled against the move and announced its own test for
«2013¢ Various reports that have appeared recently clearly suggest that the
IITs have by and large been unconvinced by the HRD Ministry’s stand. It
«is quite possible that, given Mr Sibal’s obstinacy, they might not have pushed
‘their objections too hard in the meetings they have had with the Minister.
“Btt then, Mr Sibal knows well that the ITTs are not really on the same page,
“ahd that he should have spent some more t}me with them to find common
"Bround. There is no reason why the UPA ‘Government should have been
in such a tearing hurry to rush through the proposal. It is not as if the IITs
are entire?r opposed to the Government’s decision. All that they had asked
-was to defer the move to at least 2014 so that the students have the time to
adjust to the new system, and to have further deliberations to fine-tune the
«new arrangement, The contention of the various IITs and the IIT alumni
rassociation essentially is that the quality of students who enter the ITTs could
“be seriouslﬁr compromised if the II'Ts are clubbed with the rest of the engi-
"neering colleges in a common entrance test. While this may sound like an
-elitist argument — I1ITs wanting to shut its doors to the thousands of deserv-
Ing students and create a aura of exclusivity — the fact of the matter is that
ITTs are considered amongst our best educational institutes because they
héave succeeded in sustaining a high level of quality. True, not all IITians
.are geniuses; neither are all non-I1ITians morons. But that is no argument
talower the standard of the IITs by admitting students through a less than
-tigorous process. To that extent, the IIT alumni association is right in fear-
ing that the Government's decision could end up destroying the IITs, though
-some political points may be scored in the process.
+-+ The HRD Ministry’s lack of homework is also evident in the fact that
~ 'Various States have red-flagged the former’s move to allow the ITTs to have
“d'%eparate test in addition to the common entrance examination. Mr Sibal
“fdiled to convince the Education Ministers of States at a conference held
;recently — which was skipped by the Trinamool Congtess Government of
West Bengal — that the new single-test format is in the best interests of the
students and the various institutes. Given the rising opposition, the UPA
~Government must now keep the one-test concept in abeyance and build a
“broader consensus before implementing it.

e
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No Followers for II'T-K’s Plan
to Conduct Own Entrance Exam

Most [ITs to follow
council’s decision,
will go through CET
route from next year

SHREYABISWAS
NEW DELHI

Despite IIT-Kanpur’s decision to
reject the HRD ministry’s ‘one-
nation one-test’ proposal and
conduct its own entrance exam
from next year, the directors of
IIT-Dethi, IIT Bombay and LT
Kharagpurhavesaidthereareno
plans to deviate from the earlier
decision of taking in students
through the common entrance
test (CET) to be introduced from
2013,

RK Shevgaonkar, director, II'T-

Delhi, says, “We stand by our de-
cision to go through the CET
route from next year onwards
and there isnodeviationfromthe
same.” Agrees Devang Khakhar,
director, IIT-Bombay. “There is
nochange inour plansregarding
the conduct of theexams.”
Damodar Acharya, director, IT-
Kharagpur, says, “There is abso-
lutely nochange in our planstogo
through the CET route next year.
Even in our last senate meeting
held on May 30, there was no ob-
jection raised against CET.” OIT-
Guwahati (IIT-G), for its part,
saysthatthe instituteisnot going
the IIT-Kanpur way, but will stay
with the IIT Council’s decision.
Gautam Barua, director, IIT Gu-
wahati, says, “There are no prob-
lems as far as IT-Guwahati is

concerned and we stand by the

IIT Council’s decision.” “But we
don’t know what the current

movement by the faculty associ-
ations will lead to. Wehope things
aresorted outearly” he adds.
While I'T-Kanpur senate’s an-
nouncement to hold a separate ex-
am has created a storm, the final
decision is yet to come through as
the senate has to make an amend-
ment allowing it to hold a separate
exam. The current ordinance of
OT-K says IIT-K will take in stu-
dents through a common entrance
test held for all IITs like JEE. After
thesenatedecides, thedecisionhas
to be put forward to the board of
governors which can reject or ask
for amendments in the decision.
If faculty associations are able to
mobilise the opinion further and
all boards come together in protest
of the decision by the I'T Council,
there may be a legal battle against
the decision of the HRD ministry.

shreya.biswas@timesgroup.com
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T Kanpur smove legally unsustamable

KALPANA PATHAK
Mumbai, 10 June

The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Kanpur, may

have gone ahead and takena

bold step, but at the end, it may
find itselffighting a lonely battle.
IIT Kanpur, unhappy with
the ministry of human
resource development’s move
onh holding one common engi-
neering entrance examination
for. NITs, IITs and IIITs, last
week decided to hold its own
examination next year. No IIT
has formally declared it will
join IIT Kanpur In its move.
Other IITs say, what IIT
Kanpur has done is legally
unsustainable. And, it is
unlikely that they will join IT
Kanpur in its movement,
Besides, they say the issue is
not so serious that IIT Kanpur
had to take such a drastic step,

“IIT Xanpur’s resolutxon
does not hold water. Legally,
IIT Kanpur cannot separate
itself from JEE (the joint
entrance examination). As
ceording to the ordinance, part

“ofthe IIT Act, admissions to the

undergraduate programmes
will be governed by the JEE
organised by afl the ITTs togeth-
er,” said a professor from IIT
Roorkee who was involved in
framing its statutes.

+To give IIT Kanpur’s reso-
lution a legal standing, the
Institute will flrst have to
amend the ordinance and seek
approval from the board of
governots (BoG).

“IIT Bombay will not join
them. The council has decided
on a particular course of action
and IIT Bombay is supporting
it,” said Devang Khakhar,
director, lIT Bombay.

OT Guwahati too said it will

The war within the ITTs over
the Centre’s ‘one-nation
one-test’ proposal escalated
today with faculties of all
IITs attacking director of
Kharagpur, Damodar
Acharya, for his support to
the government's move.
Inastatement, All India
HT Faculty Federation said
it was “shocked to learn
that the director of IIT

[IT faculties attack Kha ragpur
director for backing govt move

Kharagapur has made pub-
lic statements which are in
contradiction to the reso-
lutions made by the Senate
of IIT Kharagpur,” Acharya
had said yesterday that the
institution does not have
any objection to- the
Centre's move to conduct a
common entrance ‘exam
for central engineering
institutions. PTI ¢

not join IIT Kanpur. “The reso-
lution by itseif has no legal
standing. IT'T Kanpur will have
to modify their ordinance and
then take an approval from the
BoG,” said Gautam Barua,
director, IIT Guwahati.
Underthe IIT Act, there are

statutes. Under the statutes,
ordinances are listed, which
are to be framed by the Senate
and finally need an approval
seal of the board of governors.

Forfull story, please visit
www.buslness-standard.com
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[IT-Kanpur forms
admission panel,
rest still mulling

Vanita Srivastava !
m vanita shrivastava@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Amid speculations
that the ITTs at Delhi, Mumbai
and Kharagpur would also
reject the common entrance
exam, IIT-Kanpur on Sunday
constituted an admission com-
mittee for conducting a sepa-
rate examination in 2013.

A final decision on whether
other IITs would go the Kanpur
way would be taken only after
they conduct separate senate
meetings for the purpose.

Sources said the admission
committee of IIT-Kanpur would
eonsist of nine members, and
the first meeting will be held on
Tuesday. The committee will
look into various aspeets of the
. exam, and also coordinate with
other IITs in that regard.

“The format of the exam will
be more or less the same, with
a few minor changes. However,
all the fundamentals of the exam

will be discussed,” said amem-

ber of the admission commit-
tee, “We were essentially against
the formula through which the
normalisation of boards was
being done. This is in favour of
those living in bigger cities.”
Meanwhile, strong opposition
arose against of the director of
IIT-Kharagpur for making pub-
lic statements that allegedly con-
tradicted with resolutions
passed by the senate. “There
were 500 members present at
our senate, of which 490
opposed the government's pro-
posal. Now, how is the Director

A FINAL DECISION ON
OTHER TS GOING THE
KANPUR WAY WILL BE
TAKEN ONLY AFTER THEY
CONDUCT THEIR OWN

PATIATEATSI

saying that that his senate was
with the government's propos-
al? We fear that Bengal students
will be worst hit if board marks
are added for selection in JEE,
considering that it is very diffi-
cult to get even 60% in our
board exams,” said a professor.

IIT-Kharagpur director
Damodar Acharya said he was
not aware of any such voices of
dissent. “The minutes of the sen-
ate meeting are available, and

it can throw light on everything” |

Meanwhile, the 1IT-Delhi
Alumni Association met on
Sunday; and decided that they
would wait for a meeting with
the PM. Though I'T-Bombay’s
senate has also opposed the gov-
ernment’s proposal, it will take
a decision on following IIT-
Kanpur's example only after a
meeting in June-end or early July.

The members of Forum For
Fairness in Education, a 20-
year-old registered NGO in
Mumbai, have decided to move
the court next week.

“We have got more than 400
signatures from parents, who
are with us. I will discuss with
my lawyer on Monday and then
go ahead with the PIL)” said
Jayant Jain, forum president.
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IITs" faculty federation
rejects new format

II'T-Kharagpur Director’s support

for Centre’s proposal draws fire

Aarti Dhar

NEW DELHI: The ongoing row
over the joint entrance exam-
ination for undergraduate en-
gineering courses intensified
on Sunday with the All India
IIT Faculty Federation vir-
tually rejecting the common
test and expressing “shock”
over the IT-Kharagpur Di-
rector’s statement in support
of it.

“The Director has made
public statements which are
in contradiction of the reso-
lutions passed by the Senate
of the IIT-Kharagpur, The
resolutions did not recom-
mend inclusion of board ex-
am marks and the conduct of
a joint entrance exam by a
third party. The Senate said
categorically that till 2014, no
change should be made and
status quo maintained,” A K.
Mittal, secretary of the Facul-
ty Federation said in a state-
ment here.

On Saturday, two Directors
— Damodar Acharya of the
IIT-Kharagpur and Gautam
Barua of the IIT-Guwahati —
backed the Human Rescurce
Development Ministry’s de-

"L

cision and criticised the IIT-
Kanpur’s Senate for its deci-
sion to hold a separate
entrance testin 2013.
HT-Kanpur Director San-
jay' Dhande had backed the
government plan, but the Sen-
ate overruled his decision.
However, Mr. Damodar
Acharya told The Hindu that
at a special meeting held on
May 2, the Senate agreed to
open the JEE to all other in-
stitutions which would like to
use it; but it came with arider:
thepolicy decisions, including
paper setting, model answer
preparation, printing, evalua-
tion and the merit list prepa-
ration should be under the
control of the IITs through a
Joint Admission Board (JAB).

Core syllabus

The Senate wanted a com-
mon core syllabus in physics,
chemistry and mathematics
across the Boards, which was
done through the 'COBSE (an
apex body of all State Second-
ary Education Boards) and
two years of lead time to ex-
amine the effect of the Board
performance on the JEE
ranking and the availability of

Board exam results in time. It
had already been agreed that
forthe final ranking, the inclu-
sion of the Board’s normalised
score could be considered on-
lyin 2015.

“It may be noted that the
proposed examination in two

.papers, JEE-main and JEE-

advanced, are not very differ-
ent from the current one. The
perception that it will adver-
sely affect the quality of input
toIITs is without anybasis. In
fact, students with better
Board performance will now
get a chance to get into IITs.
These students shall perform
better than students who have
cracked the JEE with poorer
school performance, Prof.
Acharyasaid. )

The faculty of the IIT-Kha-
ragpur also issued a state-
ment, rejecting the Centre’s
decision. “The trust that the
IIT-JEE has earned over the
last five decades is due to the
continuous evolution of proc-

esses and unflinching devo-

tion of the faculty and staff of
the IITs. Any test leading to
ranking in IIT admissions
must be wholly owned by the
IITs,” it said.
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Exam protest hits II'T-Kharagpur

Mou Chakraborty

» mou.chakraborty@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: After II'T-Kanpur, oppo-
sition to the combined engineer-
ing entrance exam plan has hit

the premier institute’s Kharagpur -

branch as well, with faculty mem-
bers on Sunday threatening to
go on a hunger strike.

IIT-Kharagpur director
Damodar Acharya had on
Saturday said the institute had
no objection to a common test,
inviting protests.

“We had opposed the mave,

Hindustan Times , ND 11/06/2012 P-1

but the director didn't listen to
us. We have no option but to go

on a hunger strike” said-

Proshanta Guha, general sec-
retary of IIT-Kharagpur
Teachers' Association.
Teachers of IT-Mumbai and
Delhi too were showing opposi-
tion. While Sanjeev Sanghi,
president of TIT-Delhi’s faculty
forum, said an emergency sen-
ate meeting had been sought on
or after June 18, IIT-Mumbai
would wait tili the month-end.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
» IIT-K FORMS PANEL, P10

WHERE ITs STAND .-

- A lIT-Kanpur announces its
. own entrance exam in 2013

s 1IT-Kharagpur teachers
plan hunger strike

" w1IT-Delhi to hold emer-

gency senate meeting after
June 18

~ miT-Mumbai to call emer-
' gency senate meeting by

June-end

= All IT Teachers'
Federation seeks PM's
Intervention ‘

EXAM PROTEST AT
IIT-KHARAGPUR

CONTINUED FROM P1

“An emergency senate meet-
ing can happen when more than
20% of the teachers who are sen-
ate members write to the direc-
tor. Since this is vacation time,
it will be called by the end of
June,” said an IIT-Mumbai
teacher on condition of
anonymity. '

IIT-Madras, which was ini-
tially happy with the proposal,
was beginning to show resent-
ment towards the common
entrance exam plan. “The move
will destroy the entire IIT sys-
tem. Let us see what we can do,”
said a faculty member,

That’s not all. The All India
IIT Teachers’ Federation, the
body of teachers’ representa-
tives from all the 15 IITs,
slammed Sibal for “tampering
with the autonomy of the insti-
tutions” and sought the Prime
Minister’s intervention. ~

“If the government takes a
strong stand, more and more
people will lose faith in the sys-
tem. We are likely to be given
an appointment with the Prime
Minister early next week,” said
Atul Mittal, general secretary
of the federation.
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Single admission test formula
hangs in balance over dissent

BY PrasHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@lvemint.com

NEV DELHI4 .

ifferences have surfaced

within the Indian Institute
of Technology, Kanpur, whose
senate on Friday opposed a
country-wide common en-
trance examination for techni-
cal colleges.

If this dissent cascades—a
sectlon of the IIT Kharagpur
faculty Is the latest group to ex-
press reservations—the plan
for the common entrance test
for all engineering and tech-
nology schools may come un-
done,

“One natlon, one test, is a
desirable objective, While IIT
Kanpur senate has passed a
resolution, we have to look at
its implications,” M.
Anandakrishnan, chairman of
the board of governors (BoG)
at IIT Kanpur, sald on Sunday.
“One HT cannot run the IIT
exam, We have to think wheth-
er all the IITs will go along. IITs
are a close group and declslons
need to reflect the view of all.”

But for the exception of two
states, Indla {3 poised to move
to a single entrance test for ad-
mission to engineering colleges
across the country, possibly as
early as next year, Mint report-
ed on 6 June, This was decided
at the state education minis-
ters' conference convened by
the human resource develop-
ment (HRD) ministry in the
capltal on Tuesday. The coun-
try has around 4,000 engineer-
ing colleges and at least 1.5
milion students enter them ev-

ery year,

e
Facing resistance: Union HRD minister Kapil Sibal.

After the senate resolution
on Friday, IIT Kenpur’s direc-
tor has already formed an ad-
misslons committee, and the
first task of this pane] will be to
coordinate with other willing
IITs to conduct a separate ad-
mission test In 2013, a senate
member said on condition of
anonymity,

A section of the IIT Khar.
gapur faculty on Sunday also
expressed dissent over the pro-
posed common entrance exam,
sald A.K. Mittal, secretary of
the All India IIT Faculty Feder-
ation.

In the worst-case scenario,
there could be two different
tests for the 15 IITs; those who
support the common admis-
slon examination devised by
the IIT councll can go for the
single test and those with IIT
Kanpur can have thelr own ad-
mission process, the Kanpur
senate member said,

Anandakrishnan said the
government, the BoG and the
senate cannot behave like “dif-

ferent political parties”, and it
is possible to have a “harmoni.
ous relationship”,

The BoG of an IIT 1s its high-
est decislon-making body.

Meanwhlle, IIT Delhi is set to
hold a senate meeting on 21
June after its director returns
from a vacatlon, Some of its
faculty said it s “possible to
have a similar resolutlon like
Kanpur”, but others sald a
clear picture will emerge only
within a week. The teachers de-
clined to be named,

Both IIT Delhl and IIT Kan-
pur have expressed their dis-
satisfaction over the IIT coun-
cil's 28 May decision to hold a
common entrance exam. The
council is headed by HRD min-
ister Kapll Sibal and comprises
of all the directors, the chalr-
persons of the board of gover-
nors of IITs, Industry experts, a
few ministry bureaucrats and
officlals from the University
Grants Commission (UGC) and
the All Indla council for Tech-
nical Education (AICTE).

The council declded that ap-
plicants will be selected on the
basis of three tests—the class
XII board exam, the joint en-
trance examination (JEE)} main
test and the JEE advanced
exam. All the centrally funded
technical institutes except the
IITs will glve weightage to
these three sets of examina.
tions In the proportion of
40:30:30.

The ministry says a uniform
national test will reduce the de-
mand for capltation fees that
many engineering colleges de-
mand, fust as It will reduce
stress on asplrants, who now
write multiple entrance tests, It
will also diminish the influence
of coaching centres on en-
trance preparatlon and re-em-
phasize the Importance of class
XII board exams across Indla.

At least two officlals of the
HRD ministry sald they were
yet to recelve any formal com-
munication from IIT Kanpur.

“Despite all the nolse, we ex-
pect to find a common ground.
At the maximum, we will sit
down for another round of dia-
logue with the IITs and things
will move on from next aca-
demic year,” said one of the of-
ficlals. “When he {Sibal) is back
In action (on 18 June), we ex-
pect things to settle down and a
clearer picture to emerge,” the
second official sald. Both offl-
clals requested anonymity.

Somnath Bhartl, president of
IIT Delhi Alumnl Assoclation
and a Supreme Court advocate,
sald IIT Kanpur can hold its

.own entrance examination,

“The IIT council’s decision is
not binding on individuat IITs,"”
he said. “It (the common ad-
mlission test) looks l{ke a popu-
list decision by the minister,”

The IIT Delhl Alumni{ Associ-
atlon is set to meet Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh this
week and {s welghing legal op-
tions to “protect the autonomy
of the IITs", Bhartl said.
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T Faculty, Alumni Step Up Opposition to
‘One Nation, One Examination’ System

OURPOLITICAL BUREAU
NEW DELHI

he face-off between the government and
T Councilon one side and the IIT faculty
and alumnion the other over the common
entrance examination is getting fiercer. De-
spite the “unanimous agreement” of the re-
spectivecouncilsof IIT, NITand IIIT humanre-
source development minister Kapil Sibal is
finding it difficult to put in place ‘one nation,
one examination’ system. The IIT faculty and
alumni have stepped up their opposition. The
loud protests from the IIT faculty and alumni
against the government’s education reform ef-
forts comeatatime when the beleaguered Man-
mehan Singh government least needs it,
Friday’srejection of the common entrance ex-
amination by the Senate of IIT Kanpur has
been followed with rumblings among the facul-

tymembers of IIT Kharagpur that they too are

opposed to the common entrance examination.

Faculty members at IIT Kharagpur claim that
their objections to the commeon entrance exam-
ination have not been properly conveyed to the

OT Council. II'T Kharagpur director Damodar
Acharya denles this, “This is totally wrong. The
resolution of the May2meeting of the Senate was
widely circulated and 1 have received no com-
plaints. Moreover, on May 30, I held a meeting of
the Senatetoconvey and explain

= the decision of the joint coun-
WITHharagpur  cils of ITTSs, NITS, and I1ITs on,
facultyjons  the common examination.
IITKanpurin  There were no murmurings or
tsoppositon  objections,” Acharyatold ET

to common The IITKharagpur director ex-
entrance plained that the Senate had at its
examination

May 2meeting said that “a mini-
mum of a two-years lead is nec-
essary for examining the effect of the Board re-
sult on JEE ranking and the availability of the
Board results in time.” A IT Kharagpur faculty
member said that this does not reflects the views
of the majority of the senators and faculty pre-
sent at the May 2 meeting, They were of the view
that during this lead period, the present IIT-JEE
system should continue.

Acharya saysthatfor now the board results will
not impact the OT ranking. “This is what was

agreed to at the Council meeting of May 28. For
the next three years, the II'Ts will admit students
on the basis of their own examination, the JEE
advanced, The Board results have no bearing on
the ranking for admission to IITs. We will ob-
serve and study the common system being used
by the NITs and IIiTs during this time,” the IIT
Kharagpur director said.

In astatement, the All IndiaIIT Faculty Federa-
tion secretary AK Mittal said that the Federa-
tion “is shocked to learn that the director of IIT
Kharagapur has made public statements which
are in contradiction to the resolutions made by
the Senate of IIT Kharagpur. Resolutions of the
IIT Kharagpur Senate did not recommend inclu-
sion of board marks, and conduct of JEE by a
third party. IIT Kharagpur Senate categorically
said that till 2014, no change should be made and
status quo be maintained.”

- Stressing that the fear about quality raised in

connection with the normalisation of State
Board results wasnot tenable.

He said that at present about 52% of the stu-
dents are getting into ITs from various State
Boards,
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POURINGDISSENTONSINGLETEST

Sihal’s IIT consensus
claim rings hollow

PNS ® NEW DELHI

With rising voices of digsent
amongst the II'Ts in the
country on the new model of
single engineering test (first it
was Kanpur, followed by
Bombay, Delhi and now
Kharagpur) eyebrows are now
being raised on the ultimate
credibility of the IIT council
meeting chaired by HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal on May 28,
Shortly after approval by the
HRD Minister, strong notes of
dissent began pouring in from
the main stakeﬁolders - the IIT
faculty, alumni and students.
But it was only after the let-
ter of IIT Federation to the PM
against the new model of engi-
neering test that Sibal openly
acknowledged the situation.
He stated while there was unan-
imous approval of the com-
bined meeting of the IIT and
NIT council, adding that had
there been single dissent in the
IIT council meeting, he would
not have proceeded with the
approval of the single exami-
nation in the current format.
Pointing to the irony of the
situation the sources remind-
ed that trouble has originated
from IIT Kanpur that has Dr
Sanjay Dhande as its director.
Dr. Dhande a trusted lieu-

tenant of Sibal was put in
charge of the committee set up
for the implementation of the
recommendations of
Ramasami committee on the
proposal of single exam for
engineering entrance.

The combined IIT and NIT
meeting which amongst others
have Chairmen, Board of
Governors and directors from
seven older IITs, The Directors
are from the academic frater-
nity and are the Chairmen of
the respective IIT Senate.

The Chairmen on the other
hand from diverse fields, rang-
ing from Dr. Anil Kakodkar,
ex-Chairman of Atomic Energy
Commission, RP Agarwal, for-
mer Secretary, MHRD, Shiv
Nadar from HCL and Analjit
Singh of MaxCare Healthcare
and Insurance.

The sources expressing
surprise pointed out that the
dissent in IIT’s Senates had

been surfacing since the past -

many months. However, none
of the Directors or the IIT
Chairmen of the respective
IITs expressed it, in the IIT
council meetings. Representing
their respective institutions
they were duty bound to put
forth the views of the IIT
Senates in the Council Meeting.

The sources further regret-

ted that the Directors are often
at the “mercy” of HRD
Minister. The strongest dissent
has come from IIT Kanpur and _
Kharagpur, where both the
current directors of these IITs"
are applicants for one more
term. The process of their "
appointment is on, and HRD
Minister himself is chairing the -
selection-cum-search commit- ,
tee. The decision on their_
appointment is expected soon.
They also expressed doubts’”
on the role of Sibal. The dissent "
in IIT Senates has been well -
known to Minister Sibal him--
self. The sources pointed out
there were ample stirrings of .
protest from various corners of |
IITs even before the May 28
council meet for Sibal to ignore,
“The action of both the
Minister and IIT heads has -
reduced this hi-level meeting to
a farce,” regretted the sources.
A few months ago, Sibal
had sent Director IIT |
Kharagpur to convince the IIT |
Bombay faculty, who was hoot-
ed out by the faculty. Further,”
in the meeting of IIT"
Federation with Sibal, in April, -
the former who was up in arms,
had categorically expressed
their dissent to Sibal on the -
issue of giving weightage to _
12th standard marks.
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Row over IIT test intensifies

press trust of india

NEW DELHI, 10 JUNE: The war within IITs
over the Centre's ‘one-nation one-test’ pro-
posal escalated today with faculties of all IITs
amtacking director of Kharagpur, Damodar
Acharya, for his support to the government's
move.

In 2 statement, All India UT Faculty
Federation said that it was “shocked to learn
that the Director, T Kharagapur has made
public statements which are in contradiction to
the resolutions made by the Senate of IIT
Kharagpur.”

Acharya had said yesterday that the institu-
tion does not have any objection to the Centre's
move to conduct a common entrance exam for
central engineering institutions.

The Federation said that resolutions of the
HT Kharagpur Senate did not recommend
inclusion of Class XI1 board marks, and con-
duct of JEE by a third party. “IT Kharagpur

Senate categorically said that till 2014, no
change should be made and stanss quo be
maintained,” it said. Separately, faculty of the
IIT-Khargpur also issued a statement rejecting
the Centre's proposal for a Common Entrance
Test into IIT5, NITs and IITTs.

“The trust that ITJEE has eamed over the
last five decades is due to the continuous evo-
lution of processes and unflinching devotion of
the faculty and staff of II'K.... Any test leading to

ranking in 1T admissions must be wholly
owned by ITs,” it said.

The fresh move by the Federation came a
day after the directors of the Guwahati and
Kharagpur 15 opposed HT-Kanpur Senate's
decision to conduct its own entrance exam
from next year and backed the Centre's move.

Questioning the position taken by directors
of two I{Ts, [1T-Delhi Alumni Association asked
them to go with the Senates' decision.

“We want IIT Directors to go. with -the

Senates' decision and not to give in to any pres-

sure tactics of HRD Ministry,” IIT Delhi Alumni
president Somnath Bharti told PT1.

Asking the directors not to take any step that
will affect the interest of the prestigious insti-
tutes, Bharti said, “We hope that IIT directors
will honour the will of Parliament by not siding
with anybody who gives 2 go by to the decisions
of their senate”.

HRD Minister Kapil Sibal had on May 28
announced that from 2013, aspiring candidates
for IS and other central institutes like NITs and
HITs will have to sit under a new format of com-
mon entrance test, which will also take the plus
two board results into consideration.

Senate of the IT-Kanpur has rejected the
Centre’s ‘one-nation one-test’ proposal and
decided to conduct its own entrance exam from
next year. Haling the [IT-Kanpur Senate’s pro-
posal, the Faculty Federation said, “Actions taken
by the IIT Kanpur Senate should not be seen in

IIT-Delhi’s extended campus

SONEPAT, 10 JUNE: Haryana Chief
minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda
today announced that HT-Delhi would
set up its extended campus at the
Rajiv Gandhi Education City here. Mr
Hooda said his government wou!d
provide 50 acres of land at the RGEC
here for setting up the campus.
“Around 36,000 to 40,000 students
will study in these institutions and
when it will be fully developed, the city
will provide education to more than
one lakh students,” the chief
minister said. pti
isolation.” |
“Institutions of national importance as
declared by our Parliament have specific roles
in the overall growth of cur economy, which
ranges from providing world class technical
manpower, networks of think tanks on vari-
ous technological issues, and carrving out
research in various cutting age areas,” it said.
Noting that II'Ts are also actively engaged in
providing trained manpower to other techni-
cal institutions in the country and ITTs would
continue to do so, it said, “It is expected that
the government would continue to nurture
excellence at all the levels including IITs, other
centrally funded technical institutions and

state colleges.”
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‘Kharagpur joins
lIT-Kanpur band
‘against Sibal

Rebeliion b;eliés Kapil's
claim of ‘consensus’ on
one-nation-one-exam

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m NEW DELHI

he resentment against the HRD

Minister Kapil Sibals proposal to hold
a combined test for IITs and Centrally
aided engineering colleges is growing
with IIT-Kharagpur on Sunday rejecting
the Minister’s “retrograde” step.

Rubbishing the proposed format, the
faculty of IIT-Kharagpur came out with
a strongly-worded statement on Sunday.
“IITs have become what they are because
they have been allowed to function inde-
pendently and set appropriate standards
in carrying out their academic responsi-
bilities. The IIT Council proposal, if
implemented, will seriously compro-
mise the autenomy so essential for IITs
to remain what they are;’ it said.

Calling the Proposed format as "a
retrograde step’, the faculty said the
move reverses the continuous churning
within the IIT system to improve its
admission process. “The decision to
effect the changes, that too from 2013,
against all academic advice, reeks of
executive brinkmansliiﬁ) with the sole
aim of hoggincF the limelight for reforms
credit,” it said.

II'T-Kharagpur rebellion is a big set-
back for Sibal against the backdrop o%HT-
Kanpur's decision to conduct a separate
examination and Delhi and Mumbai IT'Ts
indication to follow siait. Now, only three
1ITs -~ Guwahati, Madras, and Roorkie
— are left in Sibals favour. However,
sources said All India IIT Facul
Federation (AIIITFF) was in touch wi
them and ﬁr:lrﬁ'i.\'xg to bring them on board.

The fuli-fledged rebellion negates
Sibal’s claim of consensus on the format.
With IIT Alumni Association already
writing to the PM to register their
protest, Sibal will now be under intense
pressure to drep the move,

Meanwhile, AIIITFE welcomed the
decision of the IIT-Kharagpur, “We will
conduct a JEE for these II'Ts next year.
Senates have expressed confidence that

‘JEE'WAR ESCALATES?
W |ITs at Kanpur, Mumbai and
Delhi have already rejected

Minister's plan. They have decided
to conduct a separate entrance test

THE DECISION TO EFFECT THE
CHANGES FROM 2013 AGAINST
ALL ACADEMIC ADVICE REEKS
OF EXECUTIVE BRINKMANSHIP
WITH THE SOLE AIM OF
HOGGING THE LIMELIGHT FOR

REFORMS CREDIT
~— JIT-KHARAGPUR FACULTY

the entrance exam will be successful as
it has been going so far,’ Prof AK Mittal,
Secretary, AIIITFF, told The Pioneer.

The faculty of the IIT-Kharagpur
questioned why its Director made pub-
lic statements which were in contra-
diction to the resolutions made by the
Senate. Resolutions of the IIT-
Kharagpur Senate did not recommend
inclusion of board marks, and conduct
of JEE by a third Eu-ty. 1IT-Kharagpur
Senate categorically said that till 2014
no change should {e made and status
quo be maintained, the AIIITFF state-
ment on Sunday said.

“Actions taken by the IIT-Kanpur
Senate should not be seen in isolation.
Institutions of national importance as
declared by our Parliament have specif-
ic roles in the overall growth of our econ-
omy, which ranges from providing
world-class technical manpower, net-
works of think tanks on various tech-
nological issues, and carrying out
research in various cutting age areas,’
added Prof Mittal,
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Now, IIT Kharagpur
slams common test

Ao TANDONTNS

New DeLHI, JUNE 10
Resentment to the idea of a
common test for admission
to central technical institu-
tions from 2013 further grew
today, with IIT Kharagpur
joining IIT Kanpur in reject-
ing the move as retrograde.
In the same vein, the All
India IIT Faculty Federation
warned the government
against “seeing II'T Kanpur
senate decision in isolation”,
HT Kanpur Senate had, on
June 8, resolved to reject the
May 28 decision of IIT Coun-
cil to hold CET from 2013 by
scrapping the JEE currently
used to select IIT students.
“Actions of the IIT Kan-
pur senate should not be
seen in isolation. Institu-
tions of national importance
as declared by Parliament
have specific roles. It is
expected that the govern-
ment will nurture excel-
lence at all levels including
I1Ts, other centrally-funded
technical institutions and
state colleges. Education is
also a state subject. It need
not be subject to tight cen-
tral controls,” AIIITFF said.
Secretary of the federation
Prof AK Mittal of IIT Delhi
told TNS today, “Assertion of
IIT academic autherity is para-
mount. What ITT Kanpur sen-
ate has done is the beginning,
They dissented to IIT Council
decision on CET. The IIT
Delht senate may condemn
the council’s move in writing
and even move court; That
would be unprecedented.”
" The IIT Delhi senate will

IITs OPPOSE...

1 CETin 2013; want
time to see if nor-
malisation of school
marks across 42
state boards works
with the CBSE
holding the test

1 The lIT Act empowers 1ITs to hold JEE main/advanced of
- MCQ nature; liTs want JEE Advanced to be subjective

1 Opening JEE advanced to all; liTs want it for 50,000
students they screen based on school board marks
(50% weightage) and JEE main marks {50% weightage)

1 50 per cent weightage to school marks for screening
students for JEE advanced; |1Ts say weightage should

not exceed 40 per cent

meet in the coming week.
Importantly, the senates of
IIT Bombay, Delhi and Kan-
pur had to requisition special
meetings to discuss Sibal’s
move on CET after five cut
of seven senates had reject-
ed the idea and sought time
to study the formula of nor-
malisation of school marks
across 42 state boards.
“Ideally, the IIT Council
decision should have been
sent back to the senates for

Dhande to send his dissent to
Sibal in writing, the IIT
Kharagpur faculty today
slammed Acharya for saying
the institute favours CET.
“The new format is retro-
grade and reverses the con-
tinuous churning within the
IIT system to improve its
admission process academi-
cally, The decision to have
CET from 2013 against afl
academic advice reeks of
; executive brinkmanship with

ratification. That didn’t hap-# the sole aim of hogging the

pen. Moreover, IIT Direc-
tors represented in the coun-
cil never bothered to call
senate meetings to discuss
the move. So we had to reqg-
uisition a meeting,” IIT Kan-
pur's YN Singh said.

IIT teachers can call a spe-

cial senate meeting by get-
ting signatures of 20 per cent
of the senate’s strength, That
is called requisitioning.
While IIT Kanpur senate
has asked senate chairman

limelight for reforms credit,”
faculty of IIT Kharagpur, the
oldest ITT, said today, coun-
tering Acharya.

AIIITFE also said it was
shocked about Acharya's
public statements contrary to
IIT Kharagpur senate views
submitted to the HRD Minis-
ter. “The II'T Kharagpur sen-
ate didn’t recommend inclu-
sion of board marks, conduct
of JEE by CBSE or conduct
in 2013,” Mittal said.
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IIT faculties
attack

Kharagpur
director

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 10

THE war within IITs over
the Centre’s ‘one-nation
one-test’ proposal escalated
on Sunday with faculties of
all ITTs attacking director of
Kharagpur Damodar
Acharya for his support to
the government’s move.

In a statement, All India
IIT Faculty Federation said
that it was “shocked to learn
that the director, T
Kharagpur, has made public
statements which are in con-
tradiction to the resolutions
made by the Senate of IIT
Kharagpur”.

Acharya had said on Sat-
urday that the institution
does not have any chiection
to the Centre’s move to con-
duct a common entrance
exam for central engineer-
ing institutions.

The Federation said that
resolutions of the IIT
Kharagpur Senate did not
recommend inclusion of
Class XII board marks, and
conduct of JEE by a third
party.

“IIT Kharagpur Senate
categorically said that till
2014, no change should be
made and status quo be
maintained,” it said.

Separately, faculty of the
IIT Khargpur also issued a
statement rejecting the Cen-
tre’s proposal for a Com-
mon Entrance Testinto 11T,
NITs and EFIETs.

“The trust that IIT-JEE
has earned over the last five
decades is due to the contin-
uous evolution of processes
and unflinching devotion of
the faculty and staff of

IITs.... Any test leading to”

ranking in IIT admissions
must be wholly owned by
IITs,” it said. .

The fresh move by the
Federation came a day after
the directors of the Guwa-
hati and Kharagpur ITTs op-
posed IIT-Kanpur Senate’s

decision to conduct its own -

entrance exam from next
year and backed the Cen-
tre’s move.

Asian Age ND
11/06/2012 p- 1

KHARAGPUR IIT’S
CHIEF UNDER FIRE
FOR BACKING GOVT

AGE CORRESPONDENTS
NEW DELHL, JUNE 10

The controversy over the
government’s “one-nation-
one-test” proposal escalat-
,ed Sunday with the facul-
ties of all IITs lashing out
at IIT Kharagpur director
Damcdar Acharya for his
support ,to the govern-
ment’s move.

The All-India IIT Faculty
Federation said it was
“shocked to learn that the
director, IIT Kharagpur,
has made public state-
ments in contradiction to
resolutions made by the
senate of IIT Kharagpur”.
Mr Acharya said earlier
the institution did not have
any objection to the
Centre’s move to conduct a
common entrance exam for
central engineering insti-
tutions.

The IIT Kharagpur senate
rejected the Centre’s pro-
posal Sunday, and extend-
ed support to IIT Kanpur,
which has opposed the
national entrance test. The
IIT Kharagpur faculty also
issued a statement reject-
ing the Centre's move for a
common entrance test for
II'T's, NITs and HITs.

The federation noted the
“IIT Kharagpur senate had
said till 2014, no change
should be made and the sta-
tus quo maintained”.

It said: “The trust that
IIT-JEE has earned over
the last five decades is due
to the continucus evolu-
tion of processes and
unflinching devotion of the
faculty and staff of IITs...
Any test leading to ranking
in IIT admissions must be
wholly owned by the IITs.”

The federation’s move
came after the Kharagpur
and Guwahati IIT directors
opposed the IIT Kanpur
senate’'s decision to con-
duct its own entrance exam
from next year.

Page 19 of 32



IIT faculty drill holes in one-test logic

Telegraph, Kolkata

New Delhi, June 10: India’s higher education czars have relied on flawed assumptions and misleading rhetoric
to propose the new exam pattern for entrance into the Indian Institutes of Technology and other engineering

colleges, senior 1T faculty members have said.

The faculty members from IIT Bombay, Kanpur and Delhi have also warned that the proposed exam pattern
will intensify stress among students and expand the market for coaching, thus accentuating the very problems it

is intended to curb.

The IIT Council, chaired by the Union human resource development minister Kapil Sibal, decided last month to
introduce a two-step exam — main and advanced, both to be held on the same day — and factor in the Class
XII board scores for entrance into the 11Ts and other central engineering colleges. The Council, whose members
include IIT directors, said the new pattern in which board scores will get 50 per cent weightage with the main
exam, should begin from 2013, replacing the existing IIT Joint Entrance Exam.

“The proposal may be well-intentioned, but it appears thoughtlessly prepared,” said Dheeraj Sanghi, professor
of computer science and dean of academic affairs at 1T Kanpur, whose senate — a body of senior faculty —
has rejected the idea and said it will conduct its own entrance exam in 2013 .

Sanghi and others believe the manner in which the new screening pattern plans to factor in Class XII scores is
scientifically untenable. They say it will hurt students from some boards for no fault of theirs, while providing

an unfair advantage to students of other boards.

FLAWED PITCH FOR NEW EXAM

What proponents of the
one-nation one-exam plan claim

et will reduce stress and pressure
of multiple examinations

et will reduce influence of
coaching classes

olt will minimise the urban-rural
bias in the entrance exam

elt is possible to normalise
scores from India’s diverse
board exams for all-India
ranking

elt will make students concentrate
more on board studies instead of
engineering exam

What senior lIT
faculty believe

eThe single make-or-break exam will intensify
stress among students

eCoaching industry will have an even
bigger market

e The new exam will make little difference to the
urban-rural or socio-economic divide

eThe normalisation claim is based on two
key assumptions — one relating to merit
distribution is incorrect, there is no evidence
for the second relating to aggregate scores

e There is no evidence for this. On the contrary,
nearly 700,000 will find themselves compelled
to take a JEE-level high-band filter exam

The IIT Council has proposed a mathematical trick for “normalisation” which, in principle, would allow
students from India’s diverse school boards and examination systems to be assigned an all-India rank and score,

to be used for the 50 per cent weightage.

But the normalisation trick is based on two key assumptions — that merit distribution is the same in all boards,
and that aggregate scores increase from less meritorious to the more meritorious students.
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“Merit distribution is something difficult to measure — what is measured is academic preparedness, and there is
ample evidence that academic preparedness varies across different boards,” said Somenath Biswas, a computer
science professor at IIT Kanpur. “The first assumption is thus incorrect, and variability in grading of exam
papers within and across boards may invalidate the second assumption,” Biswas told The Telegraph.

The proposal’'s proponents have said the new screening pattern, recommended by a panel chaired by science and
technology secretary T. Ramasami, will reduce the stress of multiple exams on students and curb the emphasis
on coaching classes.

The proponents also believe factoring in the normalised board marks will emphasise the importance of doing
well in boards, particularly to good students, who might otherwise be tempted to settle for lower rank in boards
in quest of their 1T aspirations.

Many IIT faculty members believe the single make-or-break exam will intensify stress.

“Multiple exams reduce stress by providing multiple opportunities,” said Anurag Mehra, professor of chemical
engineering at [IT Bombay. “Many students feel multiple exams actually provide them the safety of revisiting
their performance and the possibility of getting something,” he has said in a commentary to appear shortly in
the journal Current Science, a publication of the Indian Academy of Science.

Mehra and others say the new pattern will stimulate the demand for coaching classes.

“It will encourage the proliferation of coaching classes that claim to help students learn to crack the two exams
as well as score high marks in boards,” said Deepak Gupta, professor of materials science and engineering at
T Kanpur.

While the plan’s proponents say it will encourage greater focus on school board exams, critics point out that
there is no evidence for this. On the contrary, they say, the two-step exam pattern will compel hundreds of
thousands of students across the country to take a gruelling, tough exam they would otherwise have not.

Under the plan, the first step —the main exam — will be roughly equivalent to the current All India
Engineering Entrance Exam, while the second step — advanced exam — is intended to resemble the much
tougher 11T Joint Entrance Exam.

About 1.2 million students took the AIEEE this year and 500,000 took the IIT-JEE. “Given these numbers, the
new pattern will force the 700,000 students who would not have taken the JEE to sit for the advanced exam,”
Gupta said.

“Imagine the enormous burden on students — to take an AIEEE-type exam in the morning and an 1IT-JEE type
exam in the afternoon,” said a senior faculty member at the IIT Bombay. “I’ve taken these exams myself — |
can’t imagine the stress of doing this same day.”

Several 1T faculty members say proponents of the new exam plan have used misleading rhetoric to draw
support. “There is a wrong impression created that the IIT-JEE is primarily responsible for pushing students
towards coaching,” said an IIT Bombay faculty member.

A study published in the Journal of Indian Education two years ago revealed that three out of four students in a
set of Delhi schools enrolled in science streams were taking private tuitions or attending coaching classes. A
non-government organisation pointed out earlier this year that even primary school students in many states seek
coaching or private tuitions.

Page 21 of 32



A note circulated by one of the IIT directors justifying the need for incorporating board scores claimed that the
emphasis on JEE and coaching has led to “the ridiculous situation where students are entering the IIT system
without learning, say calculus.”

Calculus, a topic in mathematics, is taught in Class XI and Class XII, and, one IIT Bombay faculty member
said, it is “utter rubbish” to suggest that a student could enter the IITs without learning calculus.

“I was trying to use rhetoric,” the director who circulated the note told The Telegraph. “What I meant to say
was that students could ignore calculus, and concentrate on other topics and subjects and get through the
examination.”

The Delhi-based IIT Faculty Federation today said it was “shocked” to learn that IIT Kharagpur director
Damodar Acharya had issued misleading public statements that his institution’s senate backed the proposal for
the new exam pattern.

“The resolutions of the IIT Kharagpur senate did not recommend the inclusion of the board marks,” the
federation said, adding that the senate had categorically stated that no change should be introduced until 2014.

Tweak JEE, don’t let students suffer

Deccan Chronicle

Kapil Sibal’s human resource development ministry had proposed holding a common entrance test from 2013
for all undergraduate engineering courses in the country, including those at I1Ts, with the best of intentions. But
the common I1T-JEE exam, which was to have been held in two segments on the same day next year, has hit a
serious roadblock that may have severe repercussions for the student community. Having seen several 11Ts
swing into battle against the JEE, IIT Kharagpur on Sunday came out with a strongly-worded statement spelling
out how IITs have become elite institutions “because they were allowed to function independently and set
standards in academics”.

While it is arguable whether the common test will be a retrograde step, as claimed, the fact remains that it has
opened the floodgates to a turf war between the so-called elite academic institutions and the rest. It is now an
ego battle between institutes that see sinister designs behind the move and the HRD ministry that had hoped to
bring some order to a complicated academic world of multiple entrance exams, in which students were severely
tested in terms of their nervous energy.

The process of holding a two-tier test — main and advanced — was meant to address the need for a subjective
test, besides giving weightage to scholastic work that pupils put in all through their school years up to the Plus-2
examination. Students would have been rewarded for sustained academic work at school rather than staking
everything in a roll of the dice in one entrance test. It is vital that the HRD minister does not give up this fight
easily. It is up to Mr Sibal, who worked patiently for two years to find a level of consensus among academics
before introducing the common test, to attempt an all-inclusive dialogue again by bringing together all dons
with their various shades of opinion.

At stake are the careers of a huge chunk of students who aspire to get into the nation’s best technical institutes.
Also at stake is the economy of the burgeoning coaching sector that thrives on preparing students for elitist 11Ts,
but whose well-being should not come at the cost of the sanctity of public exams being sacrificed at the altar of
commercial convenience.
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It’s not too late to give final shape to the common IIT-JEE, perhaps by reducing the weightage for school
marks, allowing the IITs to frame the “advanced” test paper and holding out assurances on the autonomy of the
IITs’ academic system while at the same time serving the interests of the vast student community. The need of

the hour is to remove the terrible uncertainty surrounding the 2013 academic year.
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TTD to go to Haryana,

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

new campus in Sonipat

Sonipat/New Delhi: IIT-Del-
hi will soon set up its exten-
sion campus in Sonipat, justa
few kilometres from the capi-

tal’s border. Responding to a-

letter from the IITD director,
Haryana chief minister Bhu-
pinder Singh Hooda has an-
nounced that his government
will provide 50 acres to the in-
stitute in Rajiv Gandhi Educa-
tion City in Sonipat.

The 2,000-acre Education
City, which was launched on
Sunday, is the first-of-its-kind
inthe country, housingdozens
of campuses of higher educa-
tion institutes. ]

IIT-D director R K Shev-
gaonkar’s letter was handed
over to Hooda by his son and
Rohtak MP Deepender Singh
Hooda, the lone parliamentar-
ian on the IIT advisory coun-
cil. Shevgaonkar has said the
extension campus would not

only facilitate the institute’s | |

much needed expansion but
also provide an additional im-
petus to the economic and
technical growth of thestate,
“The land at Sonipat will
beused foractivitieslikefacul-
ty development, incubation
and setting up scienece and
technology park, which would
contributein the growth of Ha-
ryana. We have also asked for
land in Jhajjar, which would
be used to set up a campus for
research activities,” he said.
IIT-D, which has the sec-
ond highest number of stu-
dentsbutthesmallest campus,

~
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has been searching for land in
NCR as it doesn’t have enough
space in Delhi.

Earlier in the day, Hooda
laid foundation stones of 10
educational institutions that
would come up in over 168
acres in thecoming Education
City The Haryana govern-
ment estimates that once fully
functional, Education City
woyld have over 1 lakh stu-
dents. “You can imagine the

¥

LU g1

1+ g ¥

NEW HORIZON: Haryana CM
Hooda launched the Education
City project on Sunday, which is
likely to house the iT-D campus

Impact it would have on Soni-
pat’s development and the
state and Sonipat would com-
pete with Gurgaon,” the chief
minister said.

Education City is being de-
veloped on the pattern of Ox-
ford University, the govern-
mentclaimed. Besidesregular
courses like management, in-
formation technology and
computersciences, it would al-
so house institutes offering
courses in bio-medical engi-
neering, bio-technology, nano-
technology, defence research
and film and media studies.

The state government has
reserved 25% of all seats for
students from Haryana. Qut-

standing students from the .

state will also get a special re-
bate in fees.
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[I T-Delhi to set up extension campus in Haiyana

- PBD BUREAU . |
NEW DELHI, JUNEI0-

Giving fufther boost to

.develop Haryana as an:

international level educa-

tion hub, Haryana Chief.

Minister Bhupinder Smgh
" Hooda today annouriced
that the Indian Institute of

Technology (IT), Delhi
- would set - up its Extension
Campus in Haryana and

the State Government
"would provide 50 acres of
land for it at Rajiv Gandhi

Education " City,( RGE.C)
Sonipat
Hooda, who was

'addressmg a public
meeting aiter laying the

Indian Express, ND 11/06/2012

- prestigious

foundation stones of 10

institutions in the campus
of RGEC, Sonipat said that
it  would prove to be a

milestone in the develop- -
ment of the state as 36,000°
to 40,000 students would
study anly in these insti-

“tutions ‘in the' Education ’

City and when it would be
fully developed, it. would
provide ‘education " to
more than one lakh stu-

', dents.

“You can we11 lmagme
the impact it would haye
on the development of
‘Sompatand the -

Member of Parliament,
Deepender Singh Hooda,
who is also the lone par-
liaméntarian. member of
IIT Advisory Council sub-
mitted the letter from the

educational -

ur Delhl, Dlrector Prof.
RK. Shevgaonkar to the
Chief Minister at thé rally, _
In the letter, Prof,
Shevgaonkar said that the
exténsion campus of IT
Delhi in Haryana would,
not ,only facilitate the
much needed’ expansion
of - activities of IIT, Delhi-
but would also provide an
additional impetus to the
economic and technical

. growth of the State of.

Haryana. , The  Chief -
Minister sald that the ten .
foundation stones, which
he laid today, would

* prove to be the foundation

stones of the better future

entire scenario of the state,
he added: . .
Hooda also’ announced

- Deepender Singh
said that the educational -

. - investment,
.of ‘next generation. It .
would also change the

to ‘accord the status of -
and

Sub-tehsil to Rai
Block ‘tatus to Murthal.
He also announced Rs.15
crore for rural ‘develop-
ment of the Rai assembly
segment,
Congress MP

ocoda

infrastructure had been
developed in the entire
. state of Haryana and’the
"youth'of the state were
leaving a mark at' the
national-level in the field
‘of " education besides,

- sports, agricultural pro-

dugtivity, per capita
per capita
income and the growth
rate. The IAS topper and

the IIT topper of the

-country this year were
from Haryana, he added.

P-1Express Newsline

. have

Land ho‘ldmgs are
people can only
depend on agriculture nor.
everybody can get jobs.

. While  recalling that

. opposmon - parties had

opposed the development

-of Sonepat for the 1982

Asian Games, Hooda said

late Prime Minister Rajiv.

Gandhi had suggested

‘that the area should be
the -

developed, ‘“but
opposition party - (Lok
Pal) had opposed it",
"Had * it not' been
opposed, the area would
developed
beyond anybody's imagi-

nation, .the airport could"

have ‘been set up,

. getting smaller and nei- .
‘ther

Haryana," he said, takmg :

a dig at the main
opposition party INLD.

’

CI ANCHOR HARYANA CHIEF MINISTER ANNOUNCES THE MOVE AFTER LAYING FOUNDATION STONE OF 10 EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

An extension campus of II'T-Delhi to come up at Sonepat

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 10

N EXTENSION cam-

pus of Indian Institute

of Technology (IIT)
Delhiwill come up in Sonepat,
Haryana Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda an-
nounced on Sunday.

He said his government will
provide 50 acres of land at the
Rajiv Gandhi Education City
for setting up the campus.

Addressing a public meeting
after laying the foundation
stone of 10 educational institu-
tions, Hooda said the develop-
ment will change the state’s ed-

ucation landscape. |

“Around 36,000 to 40,000 stu-
dents will study in these institu-
tions and when it is fully devel-
oped, the city will provide
education to more than 11akh
students,” he said.

“You canwell imagine the im- -

pact it would have on the devel-
opment of Sonepat and the
state... Sonepat will compete
with Gurgaon,” he said.

Member of Parliament Deep-
ender Singh Hooda, who is also
the lone parliamentarian mem-
ber of the IIT Advisory Council,
submitted a letter from IIT-Delhi
Director R K Shevgaonkar to the
Chief Minister at the rally.

Haryana CM Bhupinder Singh Hooda was presented a letter
from IIT-Delhi by MP Deepender Singh Hooda. il

In the letter, Shevgaonkar said
the extension campus of ITT-
Delhi in Haryana would not only
facilitate the much needed ex-
pansion of the institute, but also
provide impetus to the economic
and technical growth of the state.

Hooda said land holdings are
getting smaller, and people can
no longer only depend on agri-
culture and government jobs,

‘While recalling that the Oppo-
sition parties had opposed the
development of Sonepat during
the 1982 Asian Games, Hooda
said former Prime Minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi had suggested that
the area should be developed,
“but the Opposition party (Lok

Dal) had opposedit”.

“Had it not been opposed, the
area would have developed be-
yond anybody’s imagination,
the airport could have been set
up in Haryana,” he said, taking
a dig at the main Opposition
party INLD,

Hooda also announced the
accord of the sub-tehsil status to
Rai and block status to Murthal.
He also announced Rs 15 crore
for rural development of the
Rai Assembly segment.

Congress MP Deepender
Singh Hooda said the youth of *
the state were Jeaving their mark
at the national level in the field
of education and other areas.
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1IT-Delhi to set up extension
campus in Sonipat

Foundation stones laid for 10 educational institutions on RGEC campus

Special Correspondent

CHANDIGARH: The Indian Insti-
tute of Technology-Delhi
would set up its extension
campus at the upcoming Rajiv
Gandhi  Education  City
(RGEC) at Sonipat in Harya-
na.
IIT-

Delhi Director R.

" K.Shevgaonkar's formal letter

-

was handed over to Chief Min-
ister Bhupinder Singh Hooda
at a function at the RGEC on
Sunday by Rohtak MP and IIT
Advisory Council member
Deepender Singh Hooda,

In his letter, Prof. Shev-
gaonkar said that the exten-
sion campus would not only
facilitate the much- needed
expansion of IIT- Delhi but al-
so provide an additional impe-
tus to economic and technical
growth,

The Chief Minister an-
nounced that his regime
wotld provide 50 acres of land

. at RGEC to the IIT,

Laying the foundation
stones for 10 educational in-
stitutions on the RGEC cam-
pus, he reiterated that

Haryana in general and Soni-

|

e ot

Chief ;l.Mz'nister Bhupindra Singh Hooda with MPs Deepender Singh Hooda

and Jitender Malik and Rai leg

islator Jayteerath Dahiya at a public rally at

the Rajiv Gandhi Education City in Sonipat on Sunday.

PHOTO: AKHILESH KUMAR

pat in particular are being de-
veloped as ‘international level
education hub’.

PTI adds: “Around 36,000

to 40,000 students will study
in these institutions and when
it will be fully developed, the
city will provide education to

more than one lakh students,”
the Chief Minister said.

“You can well imagine the
impact it would have on the

development of Sonipat and
the State..Sonipat will com-
pete with Gurgaon,” he said,
Among the institutes whose
foundation stones were laid
include Ashoka University,
Asian Educational Society

Skyline Business School,
Bharti Vidyapeeth University,
Puneand SR M.

While recalling that Oppo-
sition parties had opposed the

‘development of Sonipat for

the 1982 Asian Games, Mr.
Hooda said late Prime Minis-
ter Rajiv Gandhi had suggest-
ed that the area should be
developed, “but the Opposi-
tion party (Lok Dal) had op-
posed it“,

“Had it not been opposed,
the area would have developed
beyond anybody’s imagina-
tion, the airport could have
been set up in Haryana,” he
said, taking a dig at the main
Opposition party INLD.

Mr. Hooda also announced
to accord the sub-tehsil status
for Rai and block status to
Murthal. He also announced
Rs 15 crore for rural develop-
ment of the Rai Assembly
segment, .
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No alternative
to regulation

he decision of the University Grants Commis-
sion to defer a move to accommodate foreign
higher educational institutions as deemed
universities is sensible, considering that
starting universities generally requires Parliamentary
sanction. Using the UGC to help entities from abroad
make a covert entry would be grossly improper when
the Foreign Educational Institutions (Regulation of
Entry and Operations) Bill, 2010 has stalled in the
Rajya Sabha. The Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Human Resource Development has raised several
issues relating to the legislation and called for a cen-
tralised policy and regulatory regime, What needs tobe
done immediately is to curb the operation of many
unauthorised entrants that are exploiting the prevail-
ing policy vacuum. It is true that a large number of
Indian students leave for foreign campuses every year
to secure a degree. There is much tg be gained, there-
fore, if the best universities abroad open campuses in
India, and offer courses that live up to their reputation
for academic rigour. For the student, such an option
can mean much lower costs.

Evidently, the passing of a robust law is essential to
make sure that exploitation of students by foreign
institutions does not take place, What has happened so
far in the area of technical education and management
courses offered by foreign entities, under the rules of

. the All India Council for Technical Education, is far

e} IT 0 F e 98 I v

from encouraging. The Standing Committee says the
AICTE rules have failed to regulate the activities of
such institutions, and only a handful of unapproved
entities have been proceeded against. A large number
of foreign institutions operating twinning programmes
partnered unaffiliated and unapproved domestic orga-
nisations. As a result of such carpetbagging, the UGC
has now initiated a clean-up by laying down that twin-
ning or joint ventures can be undertaken only with the
top 500 names in the Times Higher Education World
University Rankings, and a similar list of the Shanghai
Jiao Tong University. This is a welcome advance over
Fthe present situation but no substitute for hard deci-
sions on issues such as registration, transparent ac-
creditation, socially-relevant medical education,
faculty training, mutual recognition of degrees by the
respective countries, and crucially, a check on profi-
teering. It must be emphasised that while an interna-
tional education can expose some of India’s youth to
global excellence, equitable access to higher education
will depend on a rapidly expanding public university
system.
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London: Scientists have sic-
ceeded in growing human
bone from stem cells ina labo-
ratory, which they claim may
eventually pave the way for
patients to have broken bones
repaired orreplaced with new
ones grown outside the body,
The researchers started
with stem cells taken from fat
tissue. It took around a month
to grow them into sections of
fally-formed living human
bone up to a couple of inches
long. Thefirst trial in patients
is on course to be conducted
later this year, by an Israeli

biotechnology company that

has been working with aca-
demics on the technology, the
Daily Telegraph reported.
Professor Avincam Ka-
douri, head of the scientific
advisory board for Bonus Bio-
Group, said: “There is a need
for artificial bones for inju-
ries and in operations, We use
three dimensional structure:
to fabricate the bone in the
right shape and geometry,
“We can grow these bones
outside the body and then
transplant it to the patient at
the right time. By scanning
the damaged bone area, the
implant should fit perfectly

MEDICAL MAGIC

and merge with the surround-
ing tissue. There are no prob-
lems with rejection as the

p13

Scientists grow bones from fat in lab

Tech Will Pave Way For Repairing Or Replacing Broken Bones With New Ones

© Adrianna Willlams/Corbls

cells come from the patient’s
own body,” he added.

The technology, which has
been developed along with re-
searchers at the Technion
Institute of - Research in Is-
rael, uses three dimensional
scans of the damaged bone to
build a gel-like scaffold that
matchestheshape.

Stem cells, known as me-
senchymal stem cells, which
have the capacity to develop
into many other types of cell

-in the body; are obtained from

the patient’s fat usingliposuc-
tion. These are then grown in-
to living bone on the scaffold

insidea “bioreactor”, anauto-
mated machine that provides
the right conditions to en-
couragethecellstodevelopin-
tobone. Already animals have
successfully received bone
transplants. The scientists
were able to insert almost an
inch of laboratory-grown hu-
man bone into the middle sec-
tionof arat’slegbone,

The technigue could wulti-
mately allow doctors to re-
place bones that have been
smashed in accidents, fill in
defects whereboneismissing,
or carry out reconstructive
plastic surgery. pmi
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